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Shapero Modern is delighted to present AMERICA IN REVOLT: THE ART OF PROTEST, an exhibition of 
original posters and artwork created by students and activists during the landmark ‘Berkeley 
demonstrations’ in California in the early 1970s. 
 
Drawn from the archive of the late publisher Felix Dennis, and curated by the revered writer and 
counterculture historian Barry Miles, the collection is comprised of more than 150 posters, each one 
capturing the incendiary spirit of that time. 
 
While the demonstrations were initially sparked by the massacre of four unarmed student 
protesters at Kent State University by the Ohio National Guard on May 4th, 1970, they were also a 
response to the reinstatement of the military draft by President Nixon, and the escalation of the 
Vietnam War into Cambodia. 
 
AMERICA IN REVOLT: THE ART OF PROTEST is made up of 50 works from the Felix Dennis collection, 
which was recently acquired by Shapero Rare Books. All of the posters demonstrate the swift 
organisation of the student body. Just days after the Kent State shooting, the Berkeley Political 
Poster Workshop, made up of art, design and political students, took over a small space donated by 

 



   
 

 

a sympathetic contingent of the faculty. Here they quickly disseminated their message through an 
ad-hoc production line. Posters were silkscreened onto recycled computer paper and psychedelic 
calendars; others went straight onto cardboard to be used immediately at demonstrations. 
 
Only a few of each of these posters were made and most did not survive, such was their immediate 
necessity. They are supplemented by supporting material outlining the atmosphere of unrest in 
America including works illustrating solidarity with Vietnamese civilians, details of American 
weapons, and questions over President Nixon’s integrity. 
 
Curator Barry Miles says: ‘These posters were not designed as art, but for a specific political purpose, 
and yet they inevitably fit into the history of graphic art, borrowing heavily from the Atelier Populaire 
posters of the student uprising in Paris of May 1968 and the counter-cultural posters of the period. 
They are a frozen snapshot of American graphic design at the end of the sixties, as well as a unique 
sociological record of a society in crisis.’ 
 
The exhibition will be accompanied by a fully illustrated colour catalogue with a foreword by Barry 
Miles. 
 
For more information contact Albany Arts Communications: 
 
Mark Inglefield, mark@albanyartscommunications.com 
t: + 44 (0)20 71 73 28 77 
m: + 44 (0) 75 84 19 95 00 
 
Carla von der Becke, carla@albanyartscommunications.com 
t: + 44 (0)20 71 73 28 77 
m: + 44 (0)79 74 25 29 94 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
About Barry Miles: Miles is an English author known for his participation in and writing on the 
subjects of the 1960s London underground and counterculture. He is the author of numerous books 
and his work has also regularly appeared in many newspapers, including The Guardian and The 
Times. In the 1960s he helped start the independent newspaper International Times. In 1965 Allen 
Ginsberg gave a reading at Better Books, where Miles worked, that led to the International Poetry 
Incarnation, a seminal event co-organised by Miles – in the same year, Miles and his wife, 
introduced The Beatle Paul McCartney to hash brownies by using a recipe for hash fudge that they 
had found in The Alice B. Toklas Cookbook. Following the International Poetry Incarnation, Miles 
established the Indica Gallery and Bookshop, allowing him to meet many of the stars of the Swinging 
London social scene. Miles brought McCartney into contact with people who wanted to start 
International Times, which McCartney helped to fund. With John Hopkins and Dave Howson, Miles 
organised The 14 Hour Technicolor Dream, a concert on 29th April 1967 at Alexandra Palace to raise 
funds for International Times. It was a multi-artist event, featuring poets, artists and musicians. Pink 
Floyd headlined the event, and other artists included Yoko Ono and John Lennon, Arthur Brown, 
jazz-rock group Soft Machine, Tomorrow and The Pretty Things. Miles became the de facto manager 
of the Apple's short-lived Zapple Records label in 1969.  
Miles' book Hippie is a reminiscence of the Hippie sub-culture of the 1960s and early 1970s, with 
interviews, quotes, and images. He co-wrote I Want to Take You Higher (documenting the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum exhibit by the same name) with Charles Perry and James Henke. He 



   
 

 

also wrote Paul McCartney's official biography, Many Years from Now (1998), and has written 
biographies of Frank Zappa, John Lennon, William S. Burroughs, Jack Kerouac, Charles Bukowski and 
Ginsberg, in addition to books on The Beatles, Pink Floyd and The Clash, as well as a definitive 
history of London's counterculture since 1945, London Calling. Miles currently lives in London and is 
married to travel writer Rosemary Bailey. 
 
About Felix Dennis: Dennis (27 May 1947 – 22 June 2014) was an English publisher, poet, spoken 
word performer and philanthropist. His company, Dennis Publishing, pioneered computer and 
hobbyist magazine publishing in the United Kingdom. In more recent times, the company added 
lifestyle titles such as its flagship brand The Week, which is published in the UK and the United 
States. He was one of the defendants in the famous Oz magazine obscenity trial in 1971, along with 
Richard Neville and Jim Anderson. The case was conducted at the Old Bailey, under the auspices of 
Judge Michael Argyle. Of particular significance was the adaptation of the Rupert Bear cartoon 
character in an explicitly sexual situation. The three men were found guilty and sentenced to up to 
15 months imprisonment, however this was later quashed on appeal by the lord chief justice. 
 
About Carl Williams: Williams is a well-known figure in the world of archives and collecting, 
specialising in countercultural books and related materials. After studying Sociology and later 
International History at the LSE, he went on to deal and curate, first as a trade runner, then at a rare 
and used book dotcom, and later at Maggs Bros Rare Books. He has also worked on secondment to 
The LSD Library in Geneva. He has produced a number of groundbreaking catalogues and has also 
given a number of public and private lectures, notably at Harvard's Houghton Library, the Boole 
Library, The University of London and the Olympia Book Fair. Since leaving Maggs Bros in 2015, he 
works as an independent dealer and consultant. 
 
About Shapero Modern: Shapero Modern focuses on contemporary prints and works on paper, and 
was launched under the guidance of Tabitha Philpott-Kent in the spring of 2014. The gallery stages 
four to five exhibitions a year, each with a curatorial theme. 


