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Beyond thinking (detail), 2018, bronze, 

10.65m high x 38cm wide x 15cm deep 

Artist Cathy de Monchaux pictured by her sculpture outside the 

Dorothy Garrod building, Newnham College, Cambridge.

 

Cathy de Monchaux, the Turner Prize-nominated sculptor, has created a new public artwork for 
Newnham College, the women’s college at the University of Cambridge. 

Newnham College was co-founded in 1871 by feminist and suffrage campaigner Millicent Garrett 
Fawcett, making the then-radical claim that women had an equal right to education as men. 
Newnham College has built on this foundation of innovation and is today a home of pioneering 
research alongside world-class teaching.  

Cathy de Monchaux has responded to the College’s tradition of learning and education for women in 
her new work entitled Beyond thinking. The 35-foot-tall bronze sculpture is positioned at the 
entrance to the College’s new Dorothy Garrod building, and is the first thing that students and 
visitors will see. The composition is a vertical column of open books set into the fabric of the 
building. Instead of words, a vine-like structure is embedded in the pages. The spine of each open 
book holds a female figure gazing out at the world.  

The artist’s inspiration for the sculpture came from Virginia Woolf’s essay ‘A Room of One’s Own’ 
(1929), itself based upon a lecture given by Woolf to the students of Newnham and Girton Colleges 
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in 1928. The essay explores the conditions that can promote women’s creativity: one of them being 
the freedom to gaze out on the world, to stand still, think and dream.  

Says Cathy de Monchaux: ‘I find in my own creative process, when I am somehow overfilled by my 
thoughts and confused about how to move forward, I can only unravel what I am trying to create 
when I find a way to stand back and draw breath. It is the hardest thing to arrive at – a condition 
where you have so much in your mind that you become for a moment ‘beyond thinking’ – and 
somehow, an answer or inspiration of how to move forward in an idea comes to you. It is not a 
condition you can manufacture, as Virginia Woolf explained. For women, it was a question of having 
the right social and educational conditions to allow the space for inspirational thought to grow.’ 

In commissioning de Monchaux – known for her intricate and psychologically complex sculptures – 
to create an artwork that would represent its values to the public, Newnham College gave the artist 
full creative freedom, despite the potential risk.  

Professor Jenny Morton, chair of Newnham College's Art Strategy Group, explains: ‘Newnham has 
always been a College willing to take risks and put our faith in outstanding women. We trusted Cathy 
completely, and gave her free rein to create a sculpture that would represent the College’s future 
without losing touch with the past. What mattered was to have the artist’s vision, rather than a 
sculpture designed by committee.’ 

The sculpture will be unveiled by the Principal of Newnham College, Prof Dame Carol Black, at a 
public ceremony on 12 October 2018. 
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Notes to Editors 

About Cathy de Monchaux: 

Cathy de Monchaux studied at the Camberwell School of Art (1980–83) and Goldsmiths' College (1985–7). She 
was nominated for the Turner Prize in 1998. Her works are held in many public collections including Tate, The 
Arts Council, British Council, Contemporary Arts Society, Hirshorn Washington, Albright Knox New York, 
National Museum for Women in the Arts Washington, Museet for Sandiskunst Oslo, and French National and 
Regional Collections. The project for Newnham College is Cathy de Monchaux’s first major public art 
commission. 

About Newnham College, University of Cambridge: 

The College was founded in 1871 by a group of radicals, including the suffragist Millicent Garrett Fawcett, 
determined to give women access to the University of Cambridge. Women were not admitted as full members 
of the University of Cambridge until 1948, and anti-women riots took place as late as 1921. Alumnae include: 
Diane Abbot, Joan Bakewell, Clare Balding, Mary Beard, A. S. Byatt, Margaret Drabble and Germaine Greer. 

For further information about Newnham College, please contact: 

Harriet Truscott, Director of Communications, Newnham College 

harriet.truscott@newn.cam.ac.uk;  t: +44 (0) 1223 335 833  


