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           ‘Celebrating the UK’s emerging creative talent’ 

 
 

 
 

 
ART  
– FINALISTS ANNOUNCED FOR NEW 
CREATIVE AWARDS 
 

   
Images left to right: Maxwell Rushton, Drawn Out; Ian Kirkpatrick, A Graphic War; Emily Moore, Emily, all images © the artist 
 

 
*** For immediate release *** 
 
The Emerge Awards, a UK-wide, open competition that champions emerging talent 
and diversity in the creative industries, have announced the three finalists in the art 
category. 
 
They are as follows: 
 

• Maxwell Rushton for Drawn Out (2013-2015), a work comprised of four 10-
meter rolls of paper, each filled with four repeated lines. Drawn Out is made up 
of approximately ten million hand-drawn lines in total and was completed by the 
artist in isolation over the course of a year. 

 

• Ian Kirkpatrick for A Graphic War (2015), a project commemorating the 
centenary of the First World War. Exploring the role of graphic design as a tool 
of both war and peace, these four large cardboard sculptures use packaging 
design to challenge romantic ideals of war and sacrifice. 

 

• Emily Moore for Emily, a recent series of paintings looking back on an Icelandic 
adventure. Photographs, taken to record her travels and experiences were the 
starting point for the series of landscape-based works, which Moore created by 
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working directly onto wooden panels, constructing the image in individual 
detailed layers whilst retaining elements of the natural wood beneath.  

 
The Emerge Awards are in 12 categories – Architecture, Art, Craft, Writing, Design, 
Digital Art, Fashion, Film, Gaming, Music, Performance, Photography – with each 
carrying a £1,000 cash prize.  
 
The judges for the art category are artist Yinka Shonibare MBE RA, Mark Cass, 
founder of Cass Art, Cherie Frederico, director and editor-in-chief of Aesthetica and 
Kathleen Soriano, chair of the Liverpool Biennial. 
 
Guy Armitage, the CEO of Zealous, a London-based digital submissions platform for 
the creative community, set up the awards in response to the changing nature of 
Britain’s relationship with Europe.  
 
Their ultimate aim is to promote and safeguard the interests of the talent engaged in 
all of the creative industries, and then for the organisation behind them to serve as an 
advocacy group, supporting national bodies such as the Creative Industries 
Federation. 
 
In total, the awards attracted 2,236 entries. The winners will be announced at a prize 
ceremony in London on 10 May 2018. 
 
Says Armitage: ‘We’re amazed with the amount of incredible submissions we received 
for the awards. As well as the submitted works, the feedback from candidates 
highlights the need to support the talent that will shape the future of the UK’s creative 
industries. Encouraging new creatives will enrich our empathy, our society and unlock 
our true economic potential. Thanks to all who submitted and to our stellar judges who 
had the very hard task of choosing the winners!’ 
 
 
For more information, please contact Albany Arts Communications:  
Mark Inglefield, mark@albanyartscommunications.com  
t: + 44 (0) 20 73 88 09 97; m: + 44 (0) 75 84 19 95 00 
 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About the finalists: 
 
Maxwell Rushton graduated from the Leeds College of Art with First Class Honours. 
Intertwining performance, painting, drawing and sculpture, Rushton’s practice 
objectively explores cultural phenomena and his own human condition.  In his work 
Brand New Me, Rushton turned 20 pints of his own blood into an epic-scale painted 
replica of his logo, physically turning himself into a piece of advertising. From this to 
his project Drawn Out, in which he filled four 10-meter rolls of paper with approximately 
10 million hand-drawn lines, to viral video footage of his sculpture Left Out, which has 
so far been viewed over 40 million times, his works have begun to establish him in the 
art world. 
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Ian Kirkpatrick’s work is inspired by the history of art and design, from ancient cave 
art and Greek amphorae, to graffiti and computer graphics.  Kirkpatrick adopts the 
strategies and materials of consumer design as a means to initiate new conversations 
about pressing global issues such as migration, climate change and war.  He first 
creates his work digitally, then manufactures it out of industrial materials including 
stainless steel, vinyl, corrugated cardboard, Perspex and Dibond.  His art has been 
exhibited across the UK and internationally, with shows in New York, Chicago, 
Montreal, Berlin, Munich and London. He has produced commissions for the London 
2012 Olympics, the Tour de France, and the Oxford Museum of Natural History, and 
is currently working on public art commissions in Leeds, Amsterdam and Rotterdam. 
 
Emily Moore is a Scottish artist. She was born in 1984 in Aberdeen, and now lives 
and works in Edinburgh, Scotland. Moore is drawn to the patterns and forms found 
within the natural environment and the contrasting, geometric shapes and lines of the 
man-made structures which inhabit it. Her work, which encompasses a range of 
media, explores the tension between these two conflicting themes, attempting to find 
an overall balance within the final composition. A strong architectural influence is 
apparent in Moore’s work, which often draws attention to overlooked everyday 
constructions such as pylons, towers and stairways. The physical act of creating a 
piece, the surface and materials, has always been an important part of Moore's 
practice. 
 
About the judges: 
 
Yinka Shonibare MBE RA  
Yinka Shonibare was born in London in 1962 and moved to Lagos, Nigeria at the age 
of three. He returned to the UK to study Fine Art at Byam Shaw School of Art, London 
and Goldsmiths College, London, where he received his Master’s in Fine Art. Over the 
past two decades, Shonibare has become well known for his exploration of colonialism 
and post-colonialism within the contemporary context of globalisation. 
  
Working in painting, sculpture, photography, film and installation, Shonibare’s work 
examines race, class and the construction of cultural identity through a sharp political 
commentary of the tangled interrelationship between Africa, Europe and their 
respective economic and political histories. He uses wry citations of Western art 
history and literature to question the validity of contemporary cultural and national 
identities. 
 
In 2002, Shonibare was commissioned by Okwui Enwezor to create one of his most 
recognised installations, Gallantry and Criminal Conversation, for Documenta XI. He 
was nominated for the Turner Prize in 2004 and was awarded an MBE. In 2008, his 
mid-career survey commenced at Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney and toured 
to the Brooklyn Museum, New York and the Museum of African Art at the Smithsonian 
Institute, Washington D.C. In 2010, his first public art commission Nelson’s Ship in a 
Bottle was displayed on the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square, London. 
  
Shonibare was elected as a Royal Academician in 2013. His forthcoming new 
commission with the Public Art Fund, Wind Sculpture (SG) I, will open at Doris C. 
Freedman Plaza, Central Park from 7 March until 14 October 2018. His works are 
included in notable collections internationally. 
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Mark Cass, Founder and CEO, Cass Art 
UK entrepreneur and art promoter Mark Cass is Founder and CEO of the leading art 
supplies retailer, Cass Art, and Chairman of the Cass Sculpture Foundation, a British 
charity devoted to the promotion of British sculpture. Cass’s family have been involved 
in art for over 150 years – his great uncle, Paul Cassirer, was an important art dealer 
in the 1920s and a promoter of the Impressionist movement in Europe. Wilfred Cass 
OBE established the Cass Sculpture Foundation in the 26-acre Goodwood Estate in 
West Sussex with his wife, Jeannette, in 1992. 
  
In 1979, Cass was co-owner of the Image Bank’s UK franchise, the world’s leading 
photographic agency supplying images to the creative community. Between 1987 and 
2000, he worked in New York for Image Bank’s worldwide head-quarters. When Getty 
Images purchased image Bank from Kodak in 1999, Cass became SVP of Global 
Brands. In September 2001, he returned to the UK and founded Cass Art. 
 
The company’s motto is “Let’s Fill this Town with Artists” and Cass’s mission is to 
encourage as many people as possible, from 3 to 103, to create art, with an emphasis 
on nurturing talent, and expression and art as a freedom by making the world’s top-
quality art materials accessible and affordable for all. 
  
Cass Art secured investment from BGF in 2013 to expand into major cities nationally 
and develop its e-commerce platform. There are now 12 branches of Cass Art stores 
nationwide and a franchise in Qatar with plans keep expanding. 
 
Cherie Federico, Director and Editor-in-Chief, Aesthetica 
Aesthetica is one of the UK’s leading art and culture publications with 340,000 readers 
in print and digital. A strong believer in clean design, striking photography and critically 
engaging content, Federico is a key figure in bringing the best new contemporary 
talent to the fore alongside established practitioners. 
  
Federico is also the Director of the Aesthetica Short Film Festival, a BAFTA-
recognised event that screens films from over 40 countries, attracting key industry 
figures from across the sector. She is the Director of the Aesthetica Art Prize, which 
champions new talent, with artists going on to be commissioned by leading brands 
(Channel 4, Absolut Vodka) and participate in biennales and exhibitions worldwide. 
 
Kathleen Soriano, Chair, Liverpool Biennial 
Kathleen Soriano began her career at the Royal Academy of Arts over 30 years ago.  
In 1989, she joined the National Portrait Gallery, where as Director of Exhibitions & 
Collections she was responsible for national and international programmes. In 2004, 
Kathleen became one of the first cohort of Clore Leadership Fellows, working at the 
Southbank Centre and the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney. 
 
She was appointed Director of Compton Verney, Warwickshire in 2006, and January 
2009 saw her appointed Artistic Director at the Royal Academy. She set up her own 
artistic advisory and strategic consultancy company in 2014. Kathleen has recently 
acted as Interim Director at Firstsite, Colchester and Artistic Director of the Jakober 
Foundation, Mallorca. 
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She has lectured and written extensively in her field, and her book Madam and Eve 
on women artists is due for publication in April 2018. Her broadcast activities include 
the four series of Portrait/Landscape Artist of the Year for SkyArts. 
  
Soriano is currently Chair of the Liverpool Biennial, and a specialist advisor for the 
National Trust. Previously she has held roles on the strategic committee of the Grand 
Palais, Paris, the Wellcome Collection exhibition advisory group, chaired the Churches 
Conservation Trust’s Art Advisory group, was a founder member of the Women 
Leaders in Museums Network and is currently on the Advisory Board of 2 Temple 
Place and the editorial board of Apollo. 
 
About Guy Armitage: 
Guy Armitage was The Guardian’s Creative Entrepreneur of the Year in 2013 and has 
discussed the world-changing potential of creativity at TEDx and in Forbes. He speaks 
regularly at conferences about the importance of diversity, won the Tate Digital Art 
Hackathon in collaboration with Ai Wei-Wei and is a proud trustee of Firstsite in 
Colchester. 
 
About Zealous: 
Guy Armitage founded Zealous in 2011 to empower creative talent and make it easier 
for organisations to source talent for projects, exhibitions, competitions and more. 
Additionally, Zealous has run two interdisciplinary festivals called Zealous X. The 
latest, in 2016, showcased 115+ artists across 7 disciplines at Rich Mix in London, 
bringing 10,000 people to the space. 
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