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Information

Exhibition dates:  
3 – 21 December 2018

Private View:  
Tuesday 4th December, 6 – 8pm

Out on the Rooi Ness, Voe of Dale, 2018, oil on canvas,  
160cm x 200cm

‘Janette Kerr, in my estimation, is the best painter of the sea in these islands… one of her 
greatest assets is the quality of her brushwork … it is dynamic and suggestive, and has an 
organic life of its own.’ – Brian Fallon, author and art critic.

Cadogan Contemporary is delighted to present North, an exhibition of new works by the 
acclaimed seascape artist Janette Kerr.

The show is formed of two bodies of work – one recording a three-week period Kerr spent on 
board a three masted schooner sailing up the coast of Svalbard in Norway up to the Arctic 
Circle; the second deriving from the Shetland Islands, where the artist lives half of the year.

Kerr is a painter of the northern landscape – a foul-weather artist who enjoys being out in, 
and working from, the landscape at its extremes. The influence of the Romantic tradition in 
landscape painting is evident, particularly the philosophy of the Sublime, however Kerr’s 
practice is contemporary and experimental. She does not seek to create meticulous studies 
of the landscape, preferring instead to respond to what is sensed rather than what is 
seen. Her paintings explore the boundaries between representation and abstraction whilst 
embodying the power and immediacy of both land and sea.

Of her experience working in the Arctic Circle, Kerr says: ‘I felt completely overwhelmed by 
the sheer scale of such an extreme environment on the peripheries of the world. Landing 
and walking beside glaciers, up into drifting mist hanging in dark snow-strewn mountains, 
standing on deck watching a thunder grey and pale blue world passing, and trying to capture 
all this on paper was an impossible task.’

Kerr began painting seascapes in 2010 – a move that followed her first encounter with the 
Shetland Islands. To further understand the islands and its weather, she has spoken to 
fishermen and read the stories of those who have experienced the extreme storms. These 
insights feed into her work, giving it a polyvocal nature where the sea itself and other voices 
come together to create a poetic and tempestuous story in the mind’s eyes of the viewer. 

Whilst her larger works are created in the studio, Kerr prefers to paint and sketch ‘en-
plein-air’, whether on a boat or the shore. She says: ‘This is integral to my working process 
–  immersive experiences of observing and experiencing changing land/seas, extremes, 
physical and meteorological shifts. I draw whilst out in boats with waves washing over the 
deck, crouched with my sketchbook and paints on rocks by the sea, in snow painting with 
freezing fingers; blown across hills by gusts of wind, drenched by spray and sleet, going 
home with salt-encrusted hair and skin. This is all part of how I work.’

Reflecting this part of her practice, North also features a selection of these sketchbook 
drawings, which will be displayed around her paintings. Says Freddie Burness, 
Director of Cadogan Contemporary: ‘It is a great privilege to be showing these 
incredible Seascapes from Janette Kerr. After her sell-out show in 2016, this much 
anticipated exhibition of paintings from Shetland and the Arctic is not to be missed.’ 
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About the Artist

About Cadogan Contemporary

Notes to Editors:

Dr Janette Kerr is an Hon. Royal Scottish Academician, past President of the Royal West 
of England Academy of Art, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, and a Visiting Research 
Fellow, Fine Art, UWE Bristol. She has held solo shows across the UK and internationally 
at galleries such as Cadogan Contemporary, London; Kilmorak Gallery, Inverness-shire; 
and Origin Gallery, Dublin. Her work is held in national and international collections such as 
the Royal Collection, Shetland Arts, Dublin Office of Public Works and private collections 
woldwide. She lives and works in Somerset and the Shetlands and has worked on residencies 
in Svalbard, Shetland, Norway, Somerset, Wales and Ireland. 

Cadogan Contemporary is an independent art gallery, founded in the early 1980s in the heart 
of Belgravia by Christopher Burness. After a few years in Pont Street, the gallery moved 
close to Draycott Avenue, SW3, where it remained for 20 years gaining prominence, royal 
patronage and developing its catalogue of artists. In 2007, Cadogan Contemporary moved 
to their current premises at 87 Old Brompton Road in South Kensington, an easily accessible 
and vibrant location which brings in its international clientele. 

From quirky realism to pure abstraction, the gallery’s programme is eclectic but retains an 
enduring identity. Cadogan Contemporary exhibits many established and critically acclaimed 
artists but chooses each painting for what it thinks will connect to people. The gallery has 
evolved, with some of the artists having been with the gallery since the very beginning as well 
as always being on the lookout for new talent.
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