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Dates: 10th March – 28th April 2017  
Private View: Thursday 9th March, 6-9pm 
 
“Although he has made it with deep scholarship, Guijarro’s is not a dry enquiry nor a research 
project. It is a way of making photographic objects whose twin beauties perfectly complement 
each other. These lovely swirling or choppy marks of painterly activity are a beautiful reflection 
on what it means to paint; and, because Guijarro is an artist of great subtlety, also on what it 
means to photograph.” 
 
– Francis Hodgson, photography critic for the Financial Times 
 

 
 
 73813 (Siege de beaurais en 1472, Watteau), (2016) archival pigment print, 84 x 105 cm 
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Tristan Hoare is delighted to present LEAD, an exhibition of new photographs 
by the Madrid-born, London-based artist Alejandro Guijarro. 
 
For his second solo show at Tristan Hoare, Guijarro presents a new body of work 
that extends his photographic inquiries into the connection between art and 
science. Working in collaboration with the conservation and collections 
departments of The Prado Museum, Madrid, The Louvre, Paris and The National 
Gallery, London, the artist scanned X-ray and ultra-violet renditions of Old 
Master paintings – including works by Uccello, van Dyck, Rubens, 
Delacroix, Goya and Velazquez amongst others. Monochromatic and energetic, 
the resulting photographs possess a graphic power strangely suggestive of the 
New York School artists, or a Gerhard Richter abstract.  

The title of the new series, LEAD, refers to the presence of the metal in 17th and 
18th century paint. This is what the X-rays show, bouncing back off 
lead pigments and transforming the paintings from recognisable images into 
otherworldly scenes, as if the viewer is given access to 
a separate reality below the surface paint. Guijarro has taken a scientific process 
used to demystify the paintings, and in doing so made them more unknowable, 
blurring the divisions between science and art.  

Says artist Alejandro Guijarro: ‘At the heart of this series of work is a paradox: as 
X-rays they belong to the realm of scientific images, objective, possessing an 
unquestionable scientific truth. Yet, by their visual indeterminacy, they also exist 
in the subjective world of personal interpretation, the intuitional and emotional.’ 

This series continues Guijarro’s investigations into the paradoxes and 
contradictions that emerge where the boundaries of the photographic image 
break down. His first major series, Momentum, was a three-year project which 
saw the artist travel to the great quantum mechanics institutions around the 
world. From Berkeley in California to CERN in Switzerland, Guijarro 
photographed blackboards as he found them, before reproducing them at a 1:1 
scale. By undermining our recognisable modes of perception, Guijarro’s 
photographic practice aims to question the solidity and authority of the 
photographic image and its ability to refer to reality and truth. 

 

A catalogue of the complete LEAD series is available at the gallery, with an introduction by 
Francis Hodgson. 



Six Fitzroy Square, London, W1T 5HJ | +44 (0)20 7383 4484 | info@tristanhoare.co.uk | www.tristanhoare.co.uk 

	

For more information, please contact Albany Arts Communications: 

Carla von der Becke, carla@albanyartscommunications.com 
t: + 44 (0) 20 73 88 09 97 
m: + 44 (0) 79 74 25 29 94 
 
Mark Inglefield, mark@albanyartscommunications.com 
t: + 44 (0) 20 73 88 09 97 
m: + 44 (0) 75 84 19 95 00 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About Alejandro Guijarro: 

Alejandro Guijarro (b.1979, Madrid) is a Spanish artist based in London who 
works primarily with photography, questioning its ability to refer to reality or 
truth. His work examines spatial relations in photographic representation, 
exploring what photography is still allowed and able to do.  
 
Guijarro has exhibited extensively across Europe and further afield. Selected 
exhibitions include Marlborough Gallery, Madrid (2015); Photography 2.0, 
PHotoEspaña, Circulo de Belles Artes, Madrid (2014); Blackboard - Art from 
teaching / learning from art, Artipelag Konsthall, Stockholm (2014); New Order: 
British Art Today, Saatchi Gallery, London (2013); Momentum, Tristan Hoare, 
London (2012); Broad Daylight, Fumi Gallery, London (2011). In 2015, Guijarro 
was nominated for the Prix Pictet Photography Prize, was shortlisted for the 
Festival international de Mode et de Photographie à Hyères, France (2011), and 
was awarded both the Royal College of Art Bursary and the Villier David Travel 
Award (2009).  
 
About Tristan Hoare: 

Tristan Hoare was based in Notting Hill at the Lichfield Studios from 2009 to 
2014. In September 2016, Tristan Hoare opened its new premises at Six Fitzroy 
Square. Its first exhibition, entitled Ensō, was a presentation of works by the 
Japanese ceramicist Taizo Kuroda, and photographs by Ursula Schulz-Dornburg. 
 
Opening times: For the duration of the exhibition, the gallery will be open 
Tuesday – Saturday, 11am – 6pm. 


