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22 September 2018 – 6 January 2019 

Launch Celebration: Thursday 27th September, 6 – 9pm  

 

 
Claire Twomey, Everyman’s Dream (2013), bone china and 18 carat gold text. Installation view, Legacy at Crafts 

Council fair Collect at Saatchi Gallery © Sophie Mutevelian 

 

Firstsite, Colchester, is delighted to present Legacy: Two Works on Hope and Memory, 

an exhibition that brings together work by ceramic artists Julian Stair and Clare Twomey.  

 

For Stair and Twomey, clay is a material that is deeply embedded in human existence, 

and one that enables them to explore social and cultural processes of exchange and 

consumption, memory and preservation, and ritual and touch. As 2018 marks the passing 

of one hundred years since the end of the First World War, this exhibition offers the 
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opportunity to reflect on both the collective and personal impact of loss, legacy, testimony 

and commemoration. Whilst not directly concerned with the conflict, the two works 

Everyman’s Dream (2013) by Twomey and Reliquary for a Common Man (2012) by Stair 

encompass themes and ideas associated with remembrance. 

 

For Everyman’s Dream, Twomey invited one thousand men to write down their aspiration 

of personal legacy. The work is installed as a ‘field’ of 1,000 bone china bowls, each 

holding a unique quote that presents an individual response. Applied in gold leaf, the 

lettering becomes a precious motif within these humble and familiar bowls, which relate 

ideas of the home, use, human interaction and care. Displayed as a collective body, the 

work forms a chorus of voices that reveal ambitions for legacy in a contemporary 

landscape. 

 

Stair’s work explores the universality of death as a human experience, while also drawing 

on historically significant meanings of ‘the pot’. Reliquary for a Common Man is a 

memorial to the artist’s uncle-in-law, Leslie James Cox (1926-2008). An intensely 

personal work, Reliquary embodies the themes of vessels, containment and the human 

body in death. Its central element is a single hand-thrown bone china jar, for which Stair 

substituted the ox-bone element of bone china with Cox’s remains, to create a cinerary 

jar to hold the remaining ash. In doing so, Stair reinforces the corporeal identity of the 

vessel and has created a piece which is both memorial to, and made from, Leslie Cox. 

 

The display is accompanied by audio-visual components that relate to Cox’s life: family 

film footage shot on Super-8 film, a slideshow of family portraits, and an interview 

recorded between Cox and the Socialist Party of Great Britain, of which he was a member, 

about his political views and experiences of the Second World War. The inclusion of these 

elements reveals the multi-faceted nature of pottery and its potential for wider social 

engagement. 

 

Legacy: Two Works on Hope and Memory is part of Firstsite’s programme theme of 

‘Culture and Conflict’, and is presented alongside Not Yet At Ease, a major new work by 

the internationally renowned Delhi-based artists Raqs Media Collective that explores the 

interlinked histories of war, poetry and mental health.  
 

Legacy: Two Works on Hope and Memory is a touring exhibition developed by the Crafts Council 

in partnership with Forty Hall & Estate.  

 

Not Yet At Ease is co-commissioned by Firstsite and 14-18 NOW, the UK’s arts programme for 

the First World War centenary, with support from the National Lottery through Arts Council 

England and the Heritage Lottery Fund, and from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and 

Sport. 
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For more information, please contact Albany Arts Communications: 

 

Carla von der Becke, carla@albanyartscommunications.com 

t: + 44 (0) 20 73 88 09 97 m: + 44 (0) 79 74 25 29 94 

 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

About the artists: 

 

Clare Twomey (b.1968, Ipswich) is a British artist and a research fellow at the University 

of Westminster who works with clay in large-scale installations, sculpture and site-specific 

works. She holds a BA Hons in Ceramics from Edinburgh College of Art (1996), and a 

MA in Ceramics and Glass from the RCA. Over the past 10 years she has exhibited at 

the Victoria and Albert Museum, Tate, Crafts Council, Sir John Soane’s Museum, 

Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto, Japan, the Eden Project and the Royal Academy of Arts. 

Within these works Twomey has maintained her concerns with materials, craft practice 

and historic and social context. Twomey lives and works in London. 

 

Julian Stair (b.1955, Bristol) studied at Camberwell School of Art and the RCA. He has 

exhibited internationally and has work in numerous public collections including: V&A 

Museum; British Museum; American Museum of Art & Design, New York; Mashiko 

Museum of Ceramic Art, Japan; Museum Boijmans van Beuningen, Rotterdam; Kolumba 

Museum, Cologne; Grassi Museum, Leipzig; and Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. 

Recent solo exhibitions include Quietus: The Vessel, Death and the Human Body, 

(touring: mima; NMW Cardiff; Winchester Cathedral; Somerset House, London (2012-

14); and Manchester Cathedral (2016)); and Quotidian, Corvi-Mora Gallery, London 

(2014-15). Recent exhibitions have been held at venues including: Rosemarie Jäger 

Gallery, Hochheim, Frankfurt; Wolverhampton Art Gallery; National Centre for Craft & 

Design, Sleaford; Frieze Art Fair; and Oxford Ceramics Gallery. 

 

Stair is a leading historian of English studio ceramics. He completed a PhD at the RCA in 

2002 researching the critical origins of English studio pottery and has written extensively. 

In 2004, he was awarded the European Achievement Award by the World Crafts Council 

for his monumental work, first shown at ‘Collect: The International Art Fair for 

Contemporary Objects,’ held at the V&A. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and 

a member of the V&A Research Institute, and was previously Deputy Chair of the Crafts 

Council. He lives and works in South London. 

 

About the Crafts Council: 

The Crafts Council Collection is the national collection of contemporary craft. It embraces 

all disciplines and features the most important makers of the last 40 years, comprising 

some 1600 works of ceramic, glass, textiles, furniture, bookbinding, jewellery, textiles and 
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automata. It is an exceptional resource for learning about makers, methods and materials. 

The Crafts Council is supported by Arts Council England, registered charity no. 280956. 

The purchase of Julian Stair’s Reliquary for a Common Man (2012) was supported by a 

donation from Gerard and Sarah Griffin and with the assistance of the Art Fund. For more 

information please visit www.craftscouncil.org.uk 
 

About Firstsite: 

Firstsite is a public contemporary art gallery in Colchester, Essex. Over the last fifteen 

years it has gained a strong reputation, presenting ambitious work to new audiences in 

the East of England and beyond. Situated in Colchester’s ‘cultural quarter,’ the present 

building was designed by Uruguayan architect Rafael Viñoly, and opened in 2011. 

Firstsite is a partner of Plus Tate, which uses Tate's resources to contribute to a network 

of arts organisations across the country, and to increase public access to the national 

collection of British and international modern and contemporary art.  

 

Firstsite opening hours: Monday – Sunday, 10am – 5pm 

 

Please visit the Firstsite website for more information: www.firstsite.uk 

 

#Legacy 

#Firstsite 
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