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PICPUS PRESS LAUNCHES NEW 
MONOGRAPH EDITIONS 
 

 

Picpus Press founders: Charles Asprey and Simon Grant            Picpus magazine covers 

 
  
 
Picpus Press is celebrating its tenth anniversary with the launch of a new 
publication. 
 
Called Picpus leporello, it will present mini-monographs of artists, starting with 
three editions dedicated to Isa Genzken, Peter Saville and John Dunkley. 
 
Editors and founders Charles Asprey and Simon Grant will launch the new 
publication on 14 November 2018, at a reception at Tyers Street project space, 
where a small exhibition of Picpus covers will be displayed. 
 
Says Grant: ‘Our aim is to work with extraordinary artists whose work we admire 
- be they historic, modern or contemporary - and shine a light on aspects of 
their practice that are overlooked, little known or new.’ 
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The monograph series, which takes its name from a bookbinding term – 
leporello describes material printed in a concertina format – will be published 
occasionally.  
 
Says Asprey: ‘The A6 pocket-sized format, (folding out to A2, the traditional fly-
post, manifesto format) gives Picpus its dual identity; being both a curated, 
consumable read and at the same time a forum for irregular content and 
imagery that would never make the pages of the mainstream art press.’  
 
The first editions are comprised of the following: 
 

 John Dunkley – a survey of the late Jamaican artist’s works, and the 

first monograph devoted to him to be published in the UK. Dunkley spent 
his adult years as a barber in Kingston, Jamaica, but in his spare time 
produced an extraordinary body of paintings, and carved stone and 
wood sculptures. He blended everyday life, political commentary and art-
historical knowledge (ranging from William Blake to Henri Rousseau) to 
create a powerful, idiosyncratic visual language that is finally being 
recognised beyond his home country. 
 

 Isa Genzken – arguably one of the most important and influential female 

artists of the past 30 years. This monograph covers her famous collage 
works, which were executed as a special project in 2017. Typically these 
works have mirrored panels, covered in a chaotic collage of adhesive 
tape, magazine and book pages, lacquer and spray paint, creating an 
illusion of space, drawing attention to the power of art to subvert our 
preconceptions. They are suggestive of architectural façades and the 
information overload of urban experience. 

 

 Peter Saville – best known for his sleeve designs for Factory Records, 

which he co-founded in 1978 alongside Tony Wilson and Alan Erasmus. 
Featured here are a number of postcard Savile has collected over the 
years, some of which may become source material for his designs. 

 
As with Picpus, which will continue to be published four times a year, the new 
publication will be available free of charge in specialist bookshops, art galleries 
and libraries across the world. 
  
Highlights of Picpus have included two scented editions, as well as articles by 
Marc Camille Chaimowicz on Jean Genet, interviews with Alexey Pajitnov, the 
man behind Tetris and previously unpublished WW1 photos from Archive of 
Modern Conflict. 
 
 
For press information, please contact Albany Arts Communications: 
 
Harry Dougall, harry@albanyartscommunications.com  
t:  + 44 (0) 20 73 88 09 97; m: + 44 (0) 77 69 51 25 42 
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Notes to Editors: 
 
About Charles Asprey: 
Charles Asprey is a publisher, arts patron, chair of Henry Moore Grants 
Committee and co-founder of the London Fountain Company.  
 
About Simon Grant: 
Simon Grant is editor of Tate Etc magazine. He has recently curated a Paul 
Nash exhibition at the Fondation Van Gogh, Arles and co-curated Georgiana 
Houghton: Spirit Drawings at the Courtauld Gallery in 2016. His books include 
Informal Beauty: The Photographs of Paul Nash (Tate Publishing) and In My 
View: Personal Reflections on Art by Today's Leading Artists (Thames & 
Hudson). 
 

About Picpus: 

A  quarterly journal with a focus on the arts, story-telling and criticism, which is 
distributed free in book shops and art galleries globally and derives its name 
from Picpus cemetery in Paris. The etymology of Picpus is possibly pique-puce 
or flea-bite. The publication was inspired in part by the Scottish artist, poet and 
gardener Ian Hamilton Finlay. In many of his works, the French Revolution 
features as a symbol of life's extremes. A parallel is often found in his love of 
gardening, where the taming of plants can be seen as a metaphor for terror and 
order. It was also inspired by independent British arts journals and periodicals 
such as Coterie (1919–1921); Ray Magazine (1926–1927); The Apple (1920s) 
and ZG magazine from the 1980s. 
 
To view Picpus covers:  
http://www.charlesasprey.london/picpus-press.html 
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