
Saturday 10 and 
Sunday 11 September 
2016

Multiple venues
across the county

Radical ESSEX is delighted to 
announce the official programme 
for ESSEX Architecture Weekend, 
a two-day festival celebrating the 
county’s pioneering role in 
twentieth century architecture.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

•Access to twenty individual modernist buildings 
•Free shuttle buses linking five key architectural locations: Bata East Tilbury, 
Dunton Plotlands, Silver End, University of Essex Colchester Campus and Frinton-
on-Sea
•Walking tours of key modernist locations
•A talks programme at Silver End Village Hall including speakers Tim Burrows, 
Matthew Butcher, Gillian Darley, Elizabeth Darling, Owen Hatherley, Charles 
Holland, Sam Jacob, Rachel Lichtenstein, Jonathan Meades, Alan Powers, Ellen 
Thorogood and Ken Worpole
•Film screenings
•Five historical exhibitions 
•A series of free drop-in family workshops 
•New commissions from Details, HAT Projects and Alan Kane, featuring Bob 
Stanley DJ set
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For the duration of the weekend, shuttle buses will run between the county’s three 
key modernist estates— Silver End, Bata East Tilbury and Frinton-on-Sea— 
allowing visitors to investigate the area through walking tours led by local heritage 
organisations and leading architects, as well as self directed explorations and 
bookable tours of modernist residencies. The buses will also stop at the Plotlands 
Museum in Langdon, and University of Essex’s Colchester Campus, where curator 
Jess Twyman will lead tours of the campus including the famous north towers and 
paternoster lifts. 

Across the county there are further sites for exploration, seeing homeowners in 
Benfleet, Westcliff, Maylandsea and Romford open their doors, and a unique 
opportunity to visit a property on Cressing Road, part of the Clockhouse Way 
Estate, the site of the first modernist building in the country. Additionally, there is a 
special chance to visit the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club in Burnham-on-Crouch 
where members will lead a tour of the building which was Britain’s entry in MoMA’s 
‘Modern Architecture: International Exhibition’ in 1932. 

Silver End Village Hall will be the base of the weekend, hosting an exhibition from 
the Heritage Society, an artist-led family workshop event entitled, ‘Building the 
Future’ and a new commission from Essex-based architectural practice HAT 
Projects. A talks programme will examine the Essex landscape in relation to the 
capital, and why it became a site for such pioneering architectural activity chaired 
by Tim Burrows with Matthew Butcher, Rachel Lichtenstein, Charles Holland and 
Ken Worpole; the role Essex played in the development of International Modernism 
with Elizabeth Darling, Alan Powers and Ellen Thorogood, as well as Gillian Darley, 
Owen Hatherley and Sam Jacob exploring various visions of utopia seen in Essex 
during the twentieth century. In addition we are thrilled to be welcoming Jonathan 
Meades to participate in a Q&A following a screening of ‘The Joy of Essex,’ a key 
inspiration for the Radical Essex project. Rounding off the first day, the evening will 
see the launch of Alan Kane’s The Radical National Trust of South Essex with a 
free fundraising disco.

In revealing Essex as ‘The Modernist County’ the weekend will redress perceptions 
of the architectural history of the region. Coinciding with Heritage Open Days 2016, 
‘ESSEX Architecture Weekend’ will share their ethos of discovery and curiosity, in 
which visitors will have the opportunity to explore and learn about the county’s 
progressive approaches to living practice in the twentieth century, and consider 
their ongoing relevance and legacy. 

Focal Point Gallery Director Joe Hill, who is leading Radical Essex, says: “Through 
this project we are excited to have the opportunity to share and celebrate the 
important role Essex has played in the development of contemporary architecture 
in the UK. This is apparent not only in the design styles, but in the varied and 
radical approaches to social structures. It is utterly unique in this regard, and yet so 
underrepresented. We hope that this programme will help to encourage people to 
reflect on the innovative past of the county, in order to promote experimental and 
pioneering building for the future.”



Full details of the weekend can be found at the newly launched Radical ESSEX 
website, which includes full listings of each property, talks and events in ESSEX 
Architecture Weekend, as well as an index of all radical content the county has to 
offer. Visit www.radicalessex.uk for more information. 

FULL PROGRAMME 

TRANSPORT

Radical Essex is running free shuttle buses throughout the weekend, linking five 
key architectural locations. Operating on two loops, visitors can travel between 
Bata East Tilbury, the Dunton Plotlands, Silver End, University of Essex, Colchester 
Campus and Frinton-on-Sea. Visitors traveling to the weekend can join the shuttle 
bus loop at Witham Railway Station, or Bata East Tilbury stop is a short walk from 
East Tilbury Railway Station. Buses run between 10am and 6pm on both days, with 
late buses returning from Silver End to Witham Station following Alan Kane’s disco. 

The full bus timetable can be found at www.radicalessex.uk

WALKING TOURS

Walking Tour of Silver End Village led by members of Silver End Heritage Society 
with architects from Curl la Tourelle Head Architecture. Conceived by Francis 
Crittall to house his factory workers, the village was designed by Thomas Tait, 
Frederick MacManus and C Murray Hennell amongst others in 1926, stemming from 
the design of Britain’s first Modernist building in Clockhouse Way. 
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September at 11am and 3pm. Tours last approximately 
2 hours. Booking required. Free. Tours meet at Silver End Village Hall. 

Walking Tour of the Bata Estate, East Tilbury led by members of Bata Heritage 
Centre and Chris Page. 
The tour will take in the workers housing as well as unique access to the old factory 
building of the 1933 estate conceived by Tomas Bata and designed by Vladimir 
Karfik. 
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September at 11am and 2pm. Tours last approximately 1 
hour. Booking required. Free. Tours meet at East Tilbury Library.

Walking Tour of Frinton Park Estate by members of the Frinton and Walton 
Heritage Trust. 
The tour will explore the largest group of individually designed Modernist houses in 
the country from architect Oliver Hill, despite many of the planned houses never 
being built. The original show home for the development was the circular Round 
House, which includes a mosaic map of the estate built into the floor, viewable only 
on this tour. 
Saturday 10 at 11am and 3pm, Sunday 11 September at 10.30am and 3.30pm. Tours 
last approximately 2 hours. Booking required. Free. Tours meet at Frinton Railway 
Museum. 



Walking Tour of University of Essex, Colchester Campus led by Jess Twyman
Come for a tour of the essential University of Essex – the first phase of its building 
completed by 1966, including a trip up one of the University’s iconic towers. The 
visit will also take in the architectural exhibition ‘Something Fierce’.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September at 11am and 3pm. Tours last approximately 
1.5 hours. Booking required. Free. Tours meet at University of Essex Radical Essex 
shuttle bus stop

OPEN HOUSE TOURS

Tour of Wolverton, Boars Tye Road, Silver End 
The owners of Wolverton invite you to learn more about this incredible property, 
which includes many of the original features. As one of the three detached 
modernist properties in Silver End village, designed by Thomas Tait and Frederick 
Macmanus, it was built for the managers of the Crittall Factory.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm. Booking 
required. Free.

Tour of 18 Queen Elizabeth Avenue, Bata Estate, East Tilbury 
The homeowners of 18 Queen Elizabeth Avenue invite you for a tour of their 
property, showing the original features of the 1930’s modernist estate. The Bata 
Estate was developed in East Tilbury in 1933, to house workers of the Bata Shoe 
factory, located on the same site. 
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm. Booking 
required. Free.

Tour of 11 and 18 Graces Walk, Frinton Park Estate
12 Easton Way, Frinton Park Estate
Homeowners of three properties on the estate invite you to explore the features of 
the original designs of the largest collection of Modernist houses in the country. 
The Graces Way properties were designed by JT Shelton, with 12 Easton Way by 
Howard Robertson. 
Saturday 10 September 11am, 12pm, 2pm, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm. Booking required. Free.

Tour of The Sunshine House, 64 Heath Drive, Romford
64 Heath Drive was the responsibility of Francis Skinner of Tecton, then around 25 
years old, and was the prize-winning house in its class. Although the design owes 
something to Corbusian predecessors (Vauxcresson, Stein/De Monzie), its main 
inspiration must have been the preliminary drawings for Tecton’s flats at Highgate, 
Highpoint 1. These would have been taking shape at the same time.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 2pm, 2.30pm, 3pm, 3.30pm. Booking 
required. Free.

Tour of 52 and 62 Clatterfield Gardens, Westcliff-on-Sea
The properties of Clatterfield Gardens were designed by Douglas Niel Martin-Kaye, 
a Swiss architect who moved to England to lecture in architecture in Southend-on-
Sea. He was responsible for a number of buildings in the area, including the tennis 
pavilion in Westcliff-on-Sea. He was admitted ARIBA in 1919 and FRIBA in 1929, 



before leaving Essex in the 1940s, moving to London where he had a practice in 
Doughty Street.
Sunday 11 September 1pm, 1.30pm, 2pm, 2.30pm, 3pm, 3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm. 
Booking required. Free.

Tour of 73 Vicarage Hill, Benfleet
The Glebe on Vicarage Hill, Benfleet consists of 6 detached modernist houses 
designed by renowned Essex architect Norman W. T. Brooks, displaying an early 
60’s style, completed in 1963. The owner of number 73 will explain more of this 
development. 
Sunday 11 September 11am, 11.30am, 12pm, 12.30pm, 1pm, 1.30pm, 2pm, 2.30pm, 
3pm, 3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm. Booking required. Free.

Tour of 180 Bishopsfield Estate, Harlow
Known locally as ‘the Kasbah’ the Bishopsfield Estate, just south of Harlow New 
Town, is credited as influencing many later generations of architects and town 
planners. Its design was chosen via an open competition in 1961, and the winner 
was 24 year old graduate Michael Neylan, who at the time was working with 
Chamberlin, Powell & Bon.
Sunday 11 September 10.30am, 11am, 11.30am, 12pm, 12.30pm, 1pm, 1.30pm, 2pm, 
2.30pm, 3pm, 3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm. Booking required. Free.

Tour of 164 Cressing Road, Braintree
Cressing Road holds the claim of being the site of the first Modernist buildings in 
Britain. Homeowners at 164 invite visitors to explore these buildings. The 
Clockhouse Way estate in Braintree was designed by WF “Pink” Crittall – who also 
designed the Cressing Road semi-detached cottages. This site has been described 
as ‘Britain’s first cautious steps into Modernism’. 
Saturday 10 September 10am, 10.30am, 11am, 11.30am, 12pm, 12.30pm. Booking 
required. Free.

Tour of Royal Corinthian Yacht Club, Burnham-on-Crouch
Members of The Royal Corinthian Yacht Club lead a tour of this incredible site. The 
Royal Corinthian Yacht Club was designed by Joseph Emberton and represented 
Britain in the 1932 MoMA exhibition ‘Modern Architecture: International’, and has 
been compared to an ocean liner for its sleek white structure and location. 
Saturday 10 September 11am. Booking required. Free.

EXHIBITIONS 

Silver End Heritage Society Exhibition, Silver End Village Hall, Witham 
This exhibition is organised by Silver End Heritage Society, charting the history of 
Silver End Garden Village conceived in 1926 by Francis Crittall and his nearby 
Crittall windows factory, documenting plans of the village, the Crittall Magazine and 
various ephemera from over the years. 
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 10am - 6pm. Booking not required. Free



The Haven Plotlands Museum Essex Wildlife Trust Visitor Centre, Langdon
The Haven is the last of nearly 200 Plotlands homes that occupied the site now 
owned by the Essex Wildlife Trust. Owned by the Mills family since it was built in 
the 1930s, it was still standing when the Wildlife Trust took ownership of the reserve 
in the 1980s. The Plotland properties were built by families (mainly from London’s 
East End) who bought individual plots. Although originally intended as holiday 
homes, the Second World War meant that many families came to live in their 
Plotland homes permanently. The Haven is now a museum, dedicated to showing 
people what life was like during the difficult years of the 1930s and 1940s.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 10am - 4pm. Booking not required. Free

Bata Heritage Centre Exhibition, Bata Heritage Centre, East Tilbury Library, East 
Tilbury 
The Bata Heritage Centre Exhibition represents the history of Bata Estate in East 
Tilbury. In 1933 a factory was opened on the Essex Marshes at East Tilbury by the 
Bata Shoe Company. This Company was based in Czechoslovakia and had been 
founded by Tomas Bata, who was killed in 1932 in a plane crash. Over the next 70 
years Bata was an important part of the local economy and an international 
community grew up on the Bata Estate, comprised of houses built for the workers 
by the Company. The people who lived and worked in this community have many 
memories of both the good and bad times, and the Bata Heritage Centre has 
attempted to collect these memories in order that future generations will better 
understand some of the Social History of the twentieth century.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 10am - 5pm. Booking not required. Free

Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust Exhibition, Frinton Railway Museum, Frinton-on-
Sea
Once occupied by the keepers of Frinton’s iconic railway gates, today Frinton’s 
Crossing Cottage houses an impressive selection of artefacts and archive material 
that tell the story of the local area in surprising detail. Situated in a well-maintained 
cottage garden, the grounds also include a wildlife area and information board. In 
2009, the railway signal box was moved into the Garden and became another 
exhibit housing a snapshot of railway technology in a bygone age.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 10am - 4pm. Booking not required. Free

Beecroft Gallery, Victoria Avenue, Southend-on-Sea
Beecroft Art Gallery brings together the best of local and historic talent, spanning 
fine art and costume to inspire you. Sited in the old brutalist library in Southend-on-
Sea the building was designed by Borough Architect R Horwell, opening in 1974.
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 10am - 5pm. Booking not required. Free

TALKS

ESSEX Architecture Weekend Talks programme is curated by Warren Harper and 
Stephanie Sutton, investigating the significant role Essex has played within British 
Modernism, in terms of geographical and social position and proximity to the 
capital. The programme takes place in Silver End Village Hall, Witham with each 
ticket priced at £5. 



‘Landscape, Identity and the London Spill’ with Tim Burrows, Matthew Butcher, 
Charles Holland, Rachel Lichtenstein and Ken Worpole 
Saturday 10 September 2pm – 3.30pm
As an introduction to ESSEX Architecture Weekend, this panel discussion will 
explore the relationship between London and Essex, mapping out a collective 
cultural history between county and capital. The session will consider why Essex in 
particular has been a site of experimental thought and lifestyle, examining its 
proximity to London and the shared waterway of the Thames, a landscape that has 
offered both industry and recreation. The session will also reflect on the ever-
changing perceptions of the county, considering life on the periphery of the city and 
the redrawing of county lines in the creation of cultural identities. Exploring this 
relationship will contextualise the weekend’s programme and lay out why Essex 
holds particularly fertile ground for radical architectural developments and the 
socio-political projects they foster.

‘The Joy of Essex’ Screening and Q&A with Jonathan Meades 
Saturday 10 September 4pm – 6pm
A Q&A with the writer, journalist, essayist and film-maker Jonathan Meades. This 
will follow a screening of the BBC4 programme ‘The Joy of Essex’ (2013) which 
sees Meades explore the county’s radical and nonconformist past.

‘The Cradle of British Modernism? Essex Architecture, the Interwar Years and Post-
war Legacy’ with Elizabeth Darling, Alan Powers and Ellen Thorogood
Sunday 11 September 2pm – 3.30pm
Can Essex claim to be the ‘birthplace’ of Modernist architecture in Britain? If so, 
what evidence is there to suggest this and what roles have building projects such 
as Silver End and Bata, East Tilbury played in this wider narrative? The aim of this 
session is to discuss the somewhat overlooked architectural history of Essex in 
relation to both the International Style prevalent during the interwar years and 
architectural developments of the postwar period. The session will explore how 
architectural developments from the continent and the United States influenced 
Britain’s architectural projects, forming a trajectory between local contexts and 
international trends. Discussions will touch upon architect Wells Coates and his 
involvement with EKCO, the British radio company based in Southend-on-Sea; the 
worker villages of Silver End and Bata, East Tilbury as well as architect Raymond 
Erith and his work in the village of Dedham. Significant Modernist buildings such as 
the Royal Corinthian Yacht Club at Burnham-on-Crouch, Britain’s contribution to 
MoMA’s International Exhibition of Modern Architecture in 1932, will further bring 
Essex’s significance within British Modernist architecture to the fore.

‘Visions of Utopia’ with Gillian Darley, Owen Hatherley and Sam Jacob 
Sunday 11 September 4pm – 6pm
‘Visions of Utopia’ presents a series of short talks that relate to the wider themes 
within the ESSEX Architecture Weekend talks programme, exploring the notion of 
utopia in either built or ideological form. Subjects include Trotskyist Summer 
Camps on Mersea Island, the 1973 Essex Design Guide and the imagination of 
postwar urban planning.



COMMISSIONS 

HAT Projects: Architectural Commission 
Essex based HAT Projects create a new architectural commission for the entrance 
to Silver End Village Hall, referencing the geometry and material of Crittall 
Windows graphic designs.
Available to view throughout the weekend. Free. 

Curl la Tourelle Head Architecture and The Everyday Press: Details
A new volume of the Details booklet series produced by Curl la Tourelle Head 
Architecture and Arnaud Desjardin’s The Everyday Press will be dedicated to a 
selection of significant buildings in Essex. Continuing the Details series method of 
drawing peculiar architectural features and then compiling them into a portable 
booklet, work on the Essex volume will be available at ESSEX Architecture 
Weekend. The Details series has counted on the support of numerous architects 
over the years; this volume, augmented with an essay by architect Charles Holland, 
is supported by London architecture practice AHMM and published by Everyday 
Press. It is available at bookshops including Serpentine, Whitechapel Gallery, AA 
Bookshop, and RIBA.

Alan Kane: The Radical National Trust of South Essex
Alan Kane launches ‘The Radical National Trust of South Essex’ with a free 
fundraising disco, featuring Speak and Spell, a Depeche Mode tribute band and DJ 
sets from Bob Stanley. ‘The Radical National Trust of South Essex’ was 
inaugurated to recognise and celebrate places of unofficially significant 
architectural design and places bearing aspects of notable human influence. Made 
partly in to response to the apparent lack of ‘official’ National Trust properties in the 
region TRNTOSE will also attempt to record and endorse the often ephemeral 
aspects of the built environment which are in the hands of the woman/man on the 
street. Kane will be awarding plaques to remarkable examples of recent South 
Essex heritage landmarks over the coming months and into 2017.
Saturday 10 September 6.30 - 10.30pm. Free. 

FAMILY ARTS DAY

‘Building the Future’ is a free drop-in family arts workshop from the Focal Point 
Gallery learning team. With artist-led sessions that will reference the county’s 
pioneering twentieth century architecture, families will be guided to create their own 
design and artwork using drawing, collage and cardboard construction.

These are free drop-in workshops for all ages, however children must be 
accompanied by an adult. Book your activities on the day in person at the venue 
from 10.30am, for one of the following sessions:
Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September 11am to 12pm, 12pm to 1pm, 2pm to 3pm, 
3pm to 4pm

Focal Point Gallery’s learning programme aims to engage people of all ages in 
current debates around contemporary art, and looks to extend and develop new 



audiences. We consider the philosophies and working methods of the artists in our 
exhibitions programme as the starting point for inspiration, aspiration and 
discussion in the community.

For more information contact Albany Arts Communications:
Mark Inglefield, mark@albanyartscommunications.com,
m: + 44 (0)7584 199500
Carla von der Becke, carla@albanyartscommunications.com, 
m: + 44 (0)7974 252994

Notes to Editors

Tim Burrows is a journalist and author who writes about culture and place for 
publications including the Guardian, Vice and the Quietus. Two recurring subjects 
in his work are Essex and the Thames Estuary. He plotted a course through 
modern Essex myth, from Towie to Dr Feelgood, in his joint essay project with the 
novelist Lee Rourke for Influx Press, Trying to Fit a Number to a Name. His first 
short story, Broadgate, is partly set on the Dengie Peninsula and can be found in 
the recent anthology An Unreliable Guide to London, also published by Influx. 

Matthew Butcher is a designer whose work explores the relationship between 
architecture, landscape and performance which takes the form of small scale 
structures, drawings and texts. Recent projects include ‘2EmmaToc/Writtle Calling’ 
a temporary radio station in Essex (2012) and ‘Flood House’ a floating architecture 
developed as part of the Radical Essex (2016). His work has been exhibited at The 
Architectural Association, London, 2010, The Prague Quadrennial, Prague, 2011, 
the V&A, London, 2012 and Storefront for Art and Architecture, New York, 2012. 
Matthew is co-founder and editor of the architectural newspaper P.E.A.R.: Paper 
for Emerging Architectural Research.  He is a Lecturer in Architecture at the 
Bartlett School of Architecture where he is also Director of the Undergraduate 
Architecture Programme.

Curl la Tourelle Head Architecture (CLTH) is a London-based architecture practice 
whose buildings and master plans provide places where communities live, learn, 
and interact. Established in 1996 by Sarah Curl and Dean la Tourelle, the practice 
is now led by Directors Sarah Curl and Wayne Head. CLTH are currently 
developing a competition-winning school design in Harrow, a number of mixed-use 
and school projects in London, and conducting research on urban regeneration.

Gillian Darley is a writer and broadcaster. Her most recent journalism includes an 
essay on A House for Essex for The Architectural Review, blogs for the London 
Review of Books and a monthly online column for Building Design. She is President 
of the Twentieth Century Society. Her first book (revised edition still in print) was 
Villages of Vision, and her most recent, with David McKie, is Ian Nairn: Words in 
Place. Her BBC R4 Archive on Four Return to Subtopia was broadcast in May 2016 
and is available on iPlayer.



Elizabeth Darling is an architectural historian whose work focuses on re-thinking 
and re-mapping histories of Modernist architecture and design in inter-war Britain. 
Her major revisionist study of this period, Re-forming Britain, Narratives of Modernity 
before Reconstruction, was published in 2007. Her current research focuses on the 
work and life of Wells Coates (on whom she published a monograph in 2012) and 
in particular his designs for the BBC and for EKCO Ltd.

Arnaud Desjardin is the founder of publishing company The Everyday Press 
producing collaborative artist books. Previously working as a seller of rare and out 
of print books, he started the company through a desire to publish the kind of books 
that museums, galleries and other commercial publishers were not producing. 

Warren Harper is an independent curator and researcher based in Essex. Recent 
curatorial projects include Migrating Origins (2014) with James Ravinet, Digital 
Voices (2015) with Jonathan Weston and MORNING (2016) with artist Shaun C. 
Badham. He has undertook research for YoHa, Critical Art Ensemble and the Arts 
Catalyst for Wrecked on the Intertidal Zone and most recently on Modernist 
architecture in Essex for the Radical Essex programme. 

HAT Projects are award-winning Essex-based architects known for their work on 
cultural and community projects as well as rural housing. Founded in 2007 by Tom 
Grieve and Hana Loftus, they were shortlisted for Young Architect of the Year in 
2013 and named RIBA East Emerging Architect of the Year in 2014.

Owen Hatherley is a freelance writer based in south-east London, writing about 
music, film, art and politics but mainly architecture and urbanism. He is the author 
of several books, most recently Landscapes of Communism, The Ministry of 
Nostalgia and The Chaplin Machine.

Charles Holland is a director and co-founder of Ordinary Architecture. Prior to 
setting up Ordinary, Charles was a director of FAT where he was responsible for a 
number of the firm’s key projects including a House for Essex. He is also a 
Professor of Architecture at the University of Brighton and a Visiting Tutor at the 
Royal College of Art.

Alan Kane questions hierarchies around artistic production, particularly the 
distinction between high art and everyday creativity. While his approaches vary, his 
works bring commonplace objects – from crockery, to items from joke shops or 
appliquéd badges – under the artistic spotlight. Kane was selected for ‘BAS8’ 
(2016), conceived and directed Life Class: Today’s Nude for Channel 4 Television 
and co-authored Folk Archive: Contemporary Popular Art from the UK (2005).

Sam Jacob is principal of Sam Jacob Studio for architecture and design, a practice 
whose work spans scales and disciplines from urban design through architecture, 
design, art and curatorial projects. He has worked and exhibited internationally on 
award winning projects and at major museums such as the V&A, MAK, and The Art 
Institute of Chicago. He is Professor of Architecture at UIC, Chicago, visiting 
professor at Yale School of Architecture Director of Night School at the



Architectural Association and columnist for Art Review and Dezeen. Previously he 
was a founding director of FAT Architecture.

Rachel Lichtenstein is an author, curator, artist and lecturer. Her latest 
book Estuary: Out from London to the Sea will be published by Hamish Hamilton in 
September 2016 to coincide with Metal’s Estuary Festival, she has curated the 
Shorelines Literature programme for this event. Other publications include: 
Diamond Street: The Hidden World of Hatton Garden (Hamish Hamilton, 2012), On 
Brick Lane (Hamish Hamilton, 2008), Keeping Pace: Older Women of the East End 
(2003, Women’s Library), A Little Dust Whispered (2002, British Library) and 
Rodinsky’s Room (1999, co-authored with Iain Sinclair and now translated into five 
languages). 

Jonathan Meades is a writer, journalist, essayist, film-maker. His books include 
three works of fiction - Filthy English, Pompey and The Fowler Family Business and 
several collections of which the most recently published is Museum Without Walls, 
which received 13 nominations as a book of the year in 2012. His most recent book, 
An Encyclopaedia of Myself (Fourth Estate), won Best Memoir in the Spear’s Book 
Awards 2014 and was shortlisted for the 2015 Pen Ackerley Prize.

Alan Powers, PhD, is a specialist in twentieth century art, architecture and design. 
He teaches at New York University in London and at the London School of 
Architecture. His books include Modern: The Modern Movement in Britain (2005), a 
pictorial survey of 1930s buildings, and 100 Years of Architecture (2016), a new 
global survey of architecture since 1914.

Bob Stanley is a musician, journalist, author, and film producer, and founder 
member of Saint Etienne. He has collaborated with director Paul Kelly on a series 
of films about London, including Finisterre and How We Used To Live, and was this 
year the creative producer for the 14-18 Now commission Asunder. His recent book, 
Yeah Yeah Yeah: The Story of Modern Pop covers the history of pop music from the 
1950’s to 2000, and is published by Faber and Faber.

Stephanie Sutton is a curator, writer and researcher, working across art, design and 
architecture. Her research has focused on post-war architecture, urban history and 
the material culture of childhood. She has worked with organisations including 
RIBA, Focal Point Gallery, Camden Arts Centre, V&A Museum of Childhood, the 
Royal College of Art, The Twentieth Century Society and Tate.

Ellen Thorogood is the Acting Principal Lecturer and Course Leader at Nottingham 
Trent University in the School of Architecture, Design and the Built Environment. 
She is author of the paper Britain’s first steps in Modernism: Cressing Road and the 
Clockhouse Way estate 1918–20. 

Ken Worpole is Emeritus Professor at The Cities Institute, London Metropolitan 
University, and the author of many books on architecture, landscape and public 
policy. His family moved out of east London after the war to Canvey Island, then on 
to Hadleigh, and he attended Southend High School for Boys.  With the 



Focal Point Gallery, Elmer Square, Southend-on-Sea, SS1 1NB
+44 (0)1702 534108, focalpointgallery@southend.gov.uk

www.radicalessex.uk @radicalessex

photographer, Jason Orton, he has also published two acclaimed books on the 
Essex landscape and its social history: 350 Miles: An Essex Journey (2005) and 
The New English Landscape (2013). 

About Radical Essex:

Radical Essex is a project aiming to re-examine the history of the county in relation 
to radicalism in thought, lifestyle, politics and architecture, though a series of 
exhibitions, commissions, events and festivals. Programming under the themes 
‘The Modernist County’ and ‘Arcadia for All’, the project will assess the crucial role 
the county has played in the history of British Modernism, and the utopian 
ideologies in unique living practices and innovative thinking in the late 19th and 
20th Centuries.

The project is led by Focal Point Gallery in partnership with Visit Essex and 
Firstsite, taking place throughout Essex in 2016 to 2017. Supported using public 
funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council England it forms part of the 
countrywide Cultural Destinations programme, a partnership with VisitEngland, 
supporting arts organisations to work with the tourism sector to deliver projects that 
maximise the impact culture has on local economies.

About Focal Point Gallery:

The gallery is south Essex’s only publicly funded gallery for contemporary visual 
art. It currently produces up to seven major gallery exhibitions a year. Each 
programme includes a series of educational activities and aims to establish ongoing 
collaborations with international arts institutions and a wide range of local 
community groups. 

The gallery is located on the ground floor of The Forum building in Elmer Square, 
100 yards from Southend Central Station. (Trains every fifteen minutes from 
London Fenchurch Street, journey time fifty minutes.) Focal Point Gallery is funded 
by Southend-on-Sea Borough Council and Arts Council England. The gallery also 
receives regular support from both organisations and additional funding from other 
trusts and foundations.


