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Information

17 March – 17 June 2018

Opening Event: Friday, 16 March, 6 – 9pm 

Harwich and Dovercourt High School and EVEWRIGHT, British 
Alien (still), 2018, stop-motion animation. Image courtesy 
EVEWRIGHT

Firstsite, Colchester, is delighted to present The Britishness Project, a groundbreaking 
exhibition that investigates notions of Britishness through art making.

The show, which was initiated by the gallery, is the result of a collaboration between Essex 
schoolchildren and eight professional artists, each of whom undertook residencies in schools 
and education organisations in Colchester, Harlow and Harwich between September and 
December 2017. 

By inviting young people – the pupils’ ages range from eight to seventeen – the exhibition 
aims to generate wide-ranging conversations about the shifting social, geographic and 
political identity of Britain, revealing issues that affect young people, especially in the 
context of the 2016 European Referendum.

The assembled works include collage, stop-motion animation, sculpture and photography, 
and engage with ideas of identity, landscape, sub-culture, democracy and political voice. 

One artist, Richie Moment, has characterised Britishness by recreating a nail bar in the 
gallery, a phenomenon that until five years ago was a rarity but is now a staple of the high 
street. Other works include collage posters of the former professional footballer David 
Beckham and food writer and television presenter Mary Berry by Sadie Hennessy. Entitled 
New British Royalty, these take inspiration from the iconography of the Punk era and will be 
displayed alongside a commemorative-style tea set, God Save the Tea. These familiar icons 
are disrupted by a set of T-shirts bearing slogans that deal with political, social and sexual 
issues, including some that appear to address the EU Referendum directly, namely ‘No to 
Isolation’, and ‘I live in Britain. I speak British’. 

Another work, by Jenny Pedley, draws on geology, wildlife and soil health of the British Isles. 
The resulting artwork is a protest by hedgehogs, robins and foxes, who come together to 
voice the needs of the environment and animals living in Britain today. 

The Britishness Project also features an exhibition within an exhibition: a presentation 
made up of artefacts from the collections of Colchester and Ipswich Museums, which have 
been selected by 14 and 15-year-old (Year 9) pupils from the Gilberd School in Colchester. 
Members of the museum’s curatorial team guided the students through the process of 
curating an exhibition, and two themes were decided upon: Tolerance and Intolerance. To 
illustrate these, the students were invited to select from a shortlist of objects, making a 
group decision on what should feature in the exhibition. 

The items chosen for Tolerance include woodcuts and letters related to a German prisoner 
of war called Peter Thummler (Thummler was held at Berechurch Hall Camp, Colchester, 
and became friendly with many local people, keeping in contact with them after he was 
repatriated). Also included are LGBT laces and flags from Colchester United Football Club. 
Intolerance is represented by a German Iron Cross medal, a Bronze Age sword, a Golly doll, 
and a National Socialist Party (NAZI) flag. The presentation also includes contemporary 
objects provided by the students, including a set of headphones, a jar of Marmite, a bible 
and a mobile phone.

Students at Harwich and Dovercourt High School worked with artist EVEWRIGHT on a stop-
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motion animation film that explores the formation of British identity through its cultural 
tropes. Entitled British Alien, the work tells the story of an alien’s exposure to icons of 
Britishness – such as the Queen, Big Ben and fish and chips— and how these contribute to 
our sense of identity. 

Artist D.E. Stenvoll-Wells investigated language and colloquialism, taking classic British 
brands such as PG Tips tea to create new meanings by subtly reworking the labels. 
Meanwhile, Amy Leung worked with pupils aged between 7 and 8 to investigate democracy 
and decision-making through the creation of an artwork titled New Flag. The flag design will 
be digitally printed onto fabric and suspended within the exhibition. 

Says Firstsite Director Sally Shaw: ‘For many people, the European Referendum was an 
opportunity for us to express our views on national identity. It was a hugely controversial 
decision that has many far-reaching implications, not least for the youngest members of 
our community. 

At Firstsite, through The Britishness Project, we have made an opportunity for young people 
to make their opinions visible in the form of artworks, performances and curated objects 
from our fabulous local museum collections. This vibrant and at times equally controversial 
exhibition puts these opinions in the public realm, allowing them to be tested, challenged 
and celebrated.

Firstsite is building its reputation as a place where the most critical issues of our times 
can be creatively explored and re-examined from a number of fresh perspectives and in a 
safe environment that promotes equality, diversity and inclusion. The Britishness Project is, 
without doubt, a very living example of what that ambition means.’

The Britishness Project is supported by a series of programmed events to encourage more 
comprehensive debate on issues of identity, citizenship and community, as well as the role 
of the arts in education.  

The exhibition has been made possible by the generous support of the Garfield Weston 
Foundation. 

About the Projects:

Notes to Editors:

At St Michael’s School, Colchester,  Amy Leung worked with pupils aged 7 to 8 to 
investigate democracy and decision-making through the creation of an artwork titled New 
Flag. In addition to that work, Leung has developed the interactive installation Decisions 
Decisions, which will be displayed in the gallery alongside students’ work. Visitors to the 
exhibition are invited to express their opinion on a range of questions related to the show 
that will change throughout the exhibition, by voting using specially designed ping pong bat 
paddles and taking selfies of their answers. 

At Cherry Tree Primary School, Colchester, Jennie Pedley worked with students aged 
9 to 10, exploring different aspects of the British Isles: geology, wildlife and soil health.  
The resulting artwork is a woodland scene staged within a traditional toy theatre where 
hedgehogs, robins and foxes come together to stage a protest, voicing the needs of the 
environment and animals living in Britain today. A further work, Bird’s Eye Britain, is an 
interactive tile game, in which watercolour images of coastline and rivers, wildlife and man-
made habitats painted by the group can be arranged to create a new geography of Britain. 

At Burnt Mill Academy, Harlow, students aged 13 to 16 have created a series of collages, 
posters and a tea set work with Sadie Hennessy. Entitled Harlow’s Dreaming, the collages 
take inspiration from the iconography, typography, music and fashion of the Punk era. These 
will be displayed alongside a commemorative-style tea set, God Save the Tea, designed by 
Hennessy, with images of the students dressed as punks. Inspired by the work of Jamie Reid, 
the poster series New British Royalty depicts iconic British celebrities such as Mary Berry 
and David Beckham. 

Students aged 14 to 15 at Harwich and Dovercourt High School hhave worked with 
EVEWRIGHT on a stop-motion animation, exploring how identity and culture are not innate, 
but are formed through experiences, environment and upbringing. British Alien tells the story 
of an alien, born from a storm, and how their identity is created through exposure to that 
which students perceive to be quintessentially British. The project empowered students to 
question the process of how we become the people we are with humour and enthusiasm. 

At Kingswode Hoe School, Colchester, students aged 14 to 16 have created a work entitled 
Kingswode Hoe & Ricky M’s Nail Bar of Dreams with Richie Moment. At Firstsite, the nail bar 
will take the form of light boxes, personalised mirrors, MDF nail design ovals and a ‘nail menu’ 
containing text about the project. Built around the idea of what it is to be British and how the 
students situate themselves within that cultural space, the Nail Bar is a social place in the 
tradition of group exchange and decoration.

For more information, please contact 
Albany Arts Communications

Mark Inglefield, 
mark@albanyartscommunications.com

t:  + 44 (0) 20 73 88 09 97 
m: + 44 (0) 75 84 19 95 00
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With D.E. Stenvoll-Wells, students aged 14 to 16 at North East Essex Co-operative 
Academy have investigated language and colloquialism, subverting classic British brands 
to create new meanings. By reworking the labels of familiar products such as PG Tips tea, 
McVitie’s biscuits and HP Sauce, they look at the role of slang in Britain today. The students 
have also created a new currency, adding their own self-portraits to coins, notes and stamps 
in order to question the value of individual identity.  

GCSE Art students aged 15 to 16 at the Gilberd School, Colchester, worked with the 
Alternative School of Economics (a collaboration between artists Ruth Beale and Amy 
Feneck) to create artworks that explore ways of expressing multiple identities. The resulting 
photographs show the students wearing customised garments – each an individual 
interpretation of identity. A series of writing workshops investigating manifestos, political 
slogans and autobiographies have also led to the creation of a series of t-shirts articulating 
the students’ voices. These include ‘YES to difference. Yes to change’, ‘But you said we were 
all equal’, and ‘Why do we have to be so certain of who we are.’ Additionally, students will 
present a performance entitled Dear Mrs May at the exhibition’s opening event.

The second group of Gilberd School students, aged 14 to 15, have further curated an 
exhibition that looks at themes of tolerance and intolerance. Using the vast collection of 
images, artefacts and objects owned by Colchester and Ipswich Museums, students 
attended five hour-long sessions with museum staff, learning how an exhibition is curated, 
and then created their own with objects drawn from the history of Colchester. The display 
to be located in Gallery 4, the museum environment space that is separated from the other 
galleries by two large glass doors. Within this space, there will be display cases and wall-
mounted works. Two vitrines will be central in the space – one presenting objects that pertain 
to tolerance, the other to objects exploring intolerance. ‘Tolerance’ includes LGBT laces/flags 
from Colchester United Football Club and a Roman oil lamp. ‘Intolerance’ includes: a bill of 
sale for enslaved people from 1836, a Golly type doll, a National Socialist (NAZI) Party Flag, 
a tobacco box featuring the head of an African person, an Iron Cross medal, a Bronze Age 
sword (the first weapons forged with the intention of killing others), burnt Samian pottery 
from the Celtic Rebellion led by Queen Boudicca. Students also supplied objects in response 
to the themes. These include a Yoruba hat, a feminism badge, a set of headphones, a tub of 
Marmite, rosary beads, a bible and a mobile phone.

Artist EVEWRIGHT has also created animations that utilise icons of Britishness, using work 
created by participants in Firstsite’s Summer School 2017. EVEWRIGHT placed an image 
of a teapot on the outline of a head and invited children to draw themselves or someone 
they would like to celebrate. The results can be seen and appreciated in the short animation 
entitled Teapot Heads, a simple but effective experiment in identity, exploring the diverse, 
vibrant, ever changing and unexpected community to which we all belong. In Bunting British 
Flag and Bunting Blank, bunting templates were given to the public to decorate with some 
of their feelings about being British. The drawings are animated with a slight delay between 
each one, illustrating how connected and interrelated we all are here on this island. 

About the artists: The Alternative School of Economics is a collaboration between artists Ruth Beale and Amy 
Feneck. Recent projects include Common Understandings of Moneyspeak, V&A, London, 
2017; Many Ways are Possible: The Economics of Utopia, Somerset House, London, 2017; 
Rabbits Road Institute - a new space for community, educational and creative activity, 
Create London commission, 2015-ongoing; The Rich as a Minority Group, Create London 
commission, 2015-2016; and The Fiction of Money, Mirrorcity, Hayward Gallery, London, 
2014.

EVEWRIGHT (Everton Wright), a Black British artist, uses a diverse range of media spanning 
moving-image, drawing, performance, painting and sculpture. Influenced by his heritage, his 
practice explores the relationship between the body, identity, Britishness, and the spaces 
they inhabit in public and virtual realms. EVEWRIGHT studied at Central Saint Martins and 
Middlesex University. He has exhibited internationally including at the Royal Academy of Arts 
and BFI (British Film Institute), and is a recipient of the Firstsite Collectors’ Group Award.

Sadie Hennessy is a mixed-media artist specialising in collage, printmaking and live events.  
She has a BA (Hons) in Theatre (Dartington) and an MA in Fine Art (Central Saint Martins). In 
2010, she won the Jealous Graduate Art prize. Work from her final MA Show was bought for 
the University of the Arts London collection, and she has two prints in the V&A Collection. In 
2011-12 she was artist-in-residence in the printmaking department of Croydon College. She 
is currently Screen Print Fellow at the Royal Academy.

Amy Leung is a London-based artist working across sculpture, drawing and text. Graduating 
from Camberwell College of Arts in 2014, she is an arts facilitator and a current member of 
AltMFA – a group exploring alternative models of education.  Exhibitions and residencies 
include La Wayaka Current and If you can’t stand the heat with Roaming Projects. She is 
currently undertaking a traineeship with the arts charity Create.

Richie Moment is the model artist. Literally. Finally, there is an artist that looks as good 
as their work.  Within his practice lies the uncanny ability to fuse important political issues 
with social anthropology – on a global scale. Sustainable, emotionally intelligent and high 
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Firstsite opening hours:  
Monday – Sunday, 10am – 5pm

Core Funders:

Exhibition Supporter:

About Firstsite: Firstsite is a public contemporary art gallery in Colchester, Essex. Over the last fifteen years 
it has gained a strong reputation, presenting ambitious work to new audiences in the East 
of England and beyond. Situated in Colchester’s ‘cultural quarter,’ the present building was 
designed by Uruguayan architect Rafael Viñoly, and opened in 2011. Firstsite is a partner 
of Plus Tate, which uses Tate’s resources to contribute to a network of arts organisations 
across the country, and to increase public access to the national collection of British and 
international modern and contemporary art.

energy are all words which crop up again and again when talking about Moment. This 
powerhouse of a practice has earned him the title of Big Boss within his peer group, which 
seems fitting as he is currently building a supplementary sideline in curation. Moment holds 
a Postgraduate Diploma from the Royal Academy Schools, London, and a BA (Hons) Fine Art 
from the University of the West of England (UWE), Bristol. In 2016, his work was selected for 
exhibition in New Contemporaries, at Bluecoat, Liverpool and ICA, London.

Jennie Pedley is an artist/physiotherapist and collaborates with scientists and the public, 
focusing on the health of the body and the environment. Pedley exhibits and works with 
organisations such as: Camden Arts Centre, The National Trust, The Natural History Museum, 
Royal Brompton Hospital, Wellcome Trust, Whitechapel Gallery and most recently the 
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norwich. Pedley studied at the University of the West of 
England, Bristol and London University of the Arts, Camberwell.

D.E. Stenvoll-Wells is an artist and community arts educator whose career has been 
centered on increasing arts participation among marginalised audiences. She has years 
of experience as a teaching artist in New York, Washington, San Francisco and London. As 
founder and director of her organisation Art Responders, she has developed grassroots art 
projects with a social justice focus, engaging disadvantaged groups often ignored by the 
cultural establishment through the use of visual art, music, poetry and performance.  


