
THE HAT FACTORY ARTS CENTRE RETURNS
THE RE-OPENING OF LUTON’S PREMIER ARTS CENTRE MARKS THE FIRST STAGE IN A 
DYNAMIC MULTI-MILLION POUND CULTURAL REGENERATION PROJECT TO ESTABLISH THE UK’S 
BEST CONNECTED ‘CREATIVE CLUSTER’ IN THE TOWN’S HISTORIC HAT DISTRICT

The Hat Factory Arts Centre, Luton

Luton’s primary cultural venue, the Hat Factory Arts Centre, re-opens its doors to the public on Friday 6 
September 2019, marking the first phase of the ambitious £10m Hat District regeneration project led by the 
Culture Trust, Luton.

The reopening launch of the Arts Centre will feature a newly commissioned performance – #factoryreset –
by physical theatre company Tangled Feet at 8.00pm on Friday 6th September 2019. Afterwards, the Arts 
Centre will be open to anyone wanting to explore the new and redeveloped spaces including the Beacon 
Lounge and Hatch 1&2 workshops. In addition, the first 500 people to enter the building will receive a com-
memorative and limited edition hat pin.

Located in the heart of the town, the Hat Factory Arts Centre has been extensively refurbished in a move 
that will allow it to deliver its arts and cultural programme to larger and more diverse audiences. Its updat-
ed and newly-equipped facilities include the expanded Hat Factory Café, new seats in the Studio Theatre, a 



sound-proofed Factory Floor music venue, new Beacon Lounge and a new indoor Long Gallery and outdoor 
digital art showcase. The Arts Centre also features a range of new spaces including a bursary artist studio, 
Hatch 1 & 2 project and education workshops and quiet areas where people can meet and exchange ideas. 
 
The Arts Centre is at the heart of the emerging Hat District Creative Cluster, where the Culture Trust, Lu-
ton, is transforming old hat factories into vital creative industry workspaces, facilities and communal spac-
es. This regeneration programme, which began in 2017, provides workspaces for creative entreprenuers, 
artists and micro businesses, 158 new jobs and will attract more than 135,000 new visitors to the town by 
2022. 
 
The Hat District is made up of four buildings: the existing Hat Factory Arts Centre, Hat House, Hat Works 
and a new building called Hat Studios. This cluster will provide a creative ecology in Luton which will feed 
and grow talent by bridging the gap between education and cultural career success. The development, 
which will be completed by 2022, has been driven by The Culture Trust, Luton (formerly Luton Culture), 
which leads and drives arts and culture across its other venues, museums and libraries.

Given its geographical location, Luton is well placed for such activity. The Hat District itself is a two-minute 
walk from a mainline train station, which is only 22 minutes from London and can be reached in 10 minutes 
by car via the M1 and Luton Airport.

Says Marie Kirbyshaw, the Trust’s Chief Executive: ‘We welcome everyone to explore the newly renovated 
Hat Factory Arts Centre and enjoy the spaces, artistic programme, café, gallery and workshops. The history 
of the Arts Centre, as a former Hat Factory and place for arts production and presenting, has been consid-
ered throughout the re-design. Our aim has been to make it easier to see what goes on here, to be inspired 
and to get involved.’ 
  
Along with The Cultural Trust, this ambitious project has been funded by the Arts Council England, Luton 
Borough Council, South East Midlands Enterprise Partnership and the Wolfson Foundation.

For press information, please contact Albany Arts Communications.
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Notes to Editors:

About The Culture Trust, Luton:
Formerly Luton Culture, The Culture Trust, Luton, is an arts and cultural charity for the people of Luton and 
beyond. It showcases high-quality arts and cultural activity across three inspiring heritage sites: Stockwood 
Discovery Centre, Wardown House, Museum and Gallery and The Hat Factory Arts Centre. It also delivers 
community-focused Library services and arts in the public realm engagement projects. The Culture Trust 
encourages individuals and groups to enjoy and learn about arts and culture, engage with heritage and use 
their talents and interests to make a difference. It provides opportunities for people of all ages to take part 
in reading, writing, performing, making, creating, experimenting, discussing, collaborating and presenting 
culture. It actively supports and showcases artistic talent, creativity and skill. Its overarching ethos is to cre-
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ate vibrancy, safeguard heritage and promote distinction through locally relevant and nationally important 
arts and cultural programmes, places and resources.

About Hat Factory Arts Centre:
The Hat Factory Arts Centre has a broad artistic programme that reflects the interests and passions of the 
entire community. As well as visual arts exhibitions, it includes comedy, club nights, theatre, dance, films, 
children’s activities, workshops, classes and live music. 
 
About the Hat District:
The Hat District is a transformational, four site creative workspace project led by Luton Culture, which pro-
vides a home for arts, crafts and creativity in the heart of Luton. 

It’s made up of three key historic hat industry buildings: the newly refurbished Hat House and Hat Works, 
and the existing Hat Factory Arts Centre and the new-build Hat Studios, which will stand on the long-empty 
site of Luton’s original and much-loved arts centre, 33 Arts. 

The creative ecosystem of the Hat District means that businesses will be helping each other and sharing 
knowledge, nurturing and developing start-ups and entrepreneurs, and helping provide small to mid-sized 
creative industries with an environment in which to grow, thrive and achieve their true potential. 

Located in the old Plaiter’s Lea area in the centre of Luton (between the Mall and Luton Train Station, on 
Bute Street & Guildford Street), the District will create a bustling neighbourhood where artists, makers, stu-
dents, producers, audiences, visitors and creative businesses from Luton and beyond can share and show-
case their knowledge and skills. 

The Hat Factory Arts Centre
65 - 67 Bute Street, Luton, Luton LU1 2EY 
Hours:  11.00AM – 6.00PM 
01582 878100

Situated in the heart of the Hat District, its spaces are all a short walk from Luton’s mainline train station, 
offering access to London in 22 minutes as well as the North and the Midlands.

The Hat Factory Arts Centre
The Culture Trust
https://www.culturetrust.com/hat-factory

https://www.hatdistrict.co.uk/about-us-hat-district-luton

#FACTORYRESET

https://www.culturetrust.com/hat-factory
https://www.hatdistrict.co.uk/about-us-hat-district-luton
https://www.instagram.com/thehatdistrict/
https://www.facebook.com/events/the-hat-factory/the-hat-factory-luton/317973371910672/
https://twitter.com/TheHatFactory?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor



